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PRESS RELEASE  PARIS, 29 JUNE 2026 

Tikehau Capital launches Team Impulse to support four para-

athletes on the road to Los Angeles 2028 

 

Tikehau Capital, a global alternative asset manager, today announces the launch of 

Team Impulse, a collective of four French para-athletes whom the Group will 

support on the road to the Los Angeles 2028 Paralympic Games. Sponsored by 

Paralympic athlete Théo Curin, the initiative reflects Tikehau Capital’s long-

standing ties to sport and its support for individuals who embody excellence, 

resilience and determination in a field that remains under-supported. 

 

Presented in Paris on Monday 29 June, Team Impulse brings together four elite athletes from 

four disciplines: para swimming, para cycling, wheelchair tennis and para badminton. The 

programme is designed to give them the best possible platform to qualify for Los Angeles 

2028. Tikehau Capital will provide financial support to help them focus fully on their 

preparation, while also building a collective dynamic around the team within the firm and 

across its network of clients and partners. 

An initiative rooted in the Group’s history 

This initiative reflects Tikehau Capital’s long-standing ties to sport. For the past twenty-two 

years, the Group has been shaped by an entrepreneurial culture defined by agility, dedication 

and a strong collective spirit. Sport holds a special place in this culture: from the teams’ annual 

ascent of Mont Ventoux by bike to the recent 5,700 km Connect the Dots Cycling Challenge, 

during which they cycled between 12 Tikehau Capital offices across 9 European countries, 

and through the support Tikehau Capital has extended over the years to athletes who embody 

these values, including Théo Curin during his crossing of Lake Titicaca, Darren Edwards on 

his sit-ski expedition in Antarctica, swimmer Mélanie Hénique, skier Victor Muffat-Jeandet and 

fighter Mathilde Aschenbrenner. With Team Impulse, the Group is taking this commitment one 

step further and giving it a new dimension. With Team Impulse, the Group is entering a new 

phase in that journey. 

Théo Curin, sponsor and link between the Group and the athletes 

Théo Curin brings natural leadership and strong visibility to the team. A former Paralympic 

swimmer and a leading voice in para sport, he has been supported by Tikehau Capital in his 

own challenges over the past five years and will serve as a bridge between the Group and the 
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athletes. Throughout the year, he will help shape the team’s key moments and share his 

experience of elite sport with the athletes involved. 

Four athletes, four remarkable journeys 

Team Impulse brings together four athletes with different backgrounds and disciplines, 

united by resilience, the demands of elite competition and a shared desire to inspire 

others. 

Laurent Chardard, para swimming 
An engineer by training, Laurent Chardard lost an arm and a leg in a shark attack in 2016. He 
is a double world and European champion and won two bronze medals in Paris in 2024. 
 
Charlotte Fairbank, wheelchair tennis 
Paraplegic following an accident at the age of 15, Charlotte Fairbank has established herself 
among France’s leading wheelchair tennis players. A law graduate and bilingual, she is also 
pursuing a career in law. 
 
Tifany Huot-Marchand, para cycling 
A former international speed skater, Tifany Huot-Marchand became quadriplegic following an 
accident and has since rebuilt her career in para cycling. She is one of the most widely followed 
para-athletes on social media and is regarded as a strong contender on the road to Los 
Angeles 2028 with strong prospects of qualifying the Games. 
 
Charles Noakes, para badminton 
A gold medallist in Paris in 2024, Charles Noakes is known for his directness and energy. His 
goal is to defend his title in Los Angeles in two years’ time. Alongside his sporting career, he 
is actively involved in fighting discrimination and regularly speaks at corporate events. 
 

A team designed to live year-round, through 2028 and beyond 

Beyond the sporting arena, Team Impulse is designed to come to life throughout the year 

through meetings with the Group’s employees, shared sporting experiences, mentoring 

sessions and invitations to competitions. The team may evolve over the coming seasons, with 

the ambition of supporting these athletes through to Los Angeles 2028 and beyond. 

  

 “For twenty-two years, Tikehau Capital’s values have been brought to life by 

women and men driven by commitment, high standards and a strong sense of collective 

purpose. With Team Impulse, we want to give these athletes the means to approach the 

highest level with confidence and to make our support a genuine catalyst for para sport 

in France”, declared Antoine Flamarion, Co-Founder of Tikehau Capital. 
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TIKEHAU CAPITAL 

Tikehau Capital is a global alternative asset management group managing €53.0 billion of assets (as of 31 March 

2026). The Group has developed a wide range of expertise across four asset classes: Credit, Real Assets, Private 

Equity, and Capital Markets Strategies. Capitalizing on its strong equity base (€3.1 billion as of 31 December 2025), 

Tikehau Capital invests its own capital alongside its investor-clients. The Group is guided by a strong 

entrepreneurial spirit and DNA, shared by its 723 employees (as of 31 March 2026) across 17 offices in Europe, 

Asia, and North America. 

 

PRESS CONTACTS: 

Tikehau Capital: Valérie Sueur – +33 1 53 50 03 64 

UK – Prosek Partners: Philip Walters – +44 (0) 7773 331 589 

USA – Prosek Partners: Trevor Gibbons – +1 646 818 9238 

press@tikehaucapital.com 

 

 

  SHAREHOLDER AND INVESTOR CONTACTS: 

Théodora Xu – +33 1 40 06 18 56 

Julie Tomasi – +33 1 40 06 58 44 

shareholders@tikehaucapital.com 

 

DISCLAIMER 

This document does not constitute an offer of securities for sale or investment advisory services. It contains general 

information only and is not intended to provide general or specific investment advice. Past performance is not a 

reliable indicator of future earnings and profit, and targets are not guaranteed. 

Certain statements and forecasted data are based on current forecasts, prevailing market and economic conditions, 

estimates, projections and opinions of Tikehau Capital and/or its affiliates. Due to various risks and uncertainties, 

actual results may differ materially from those reflected or expected in such forward-looking statements or in any 

of the case studies or forecasts. All references to Tikehau Capital’s advisory activities in the US or with respect to 

US persons relate to Tikehau Capital North America. 

 “Having been supported by Tikehau Capital for the past five years, I know 

how meaningful long-term, committed support can be in an athlete’s journey. With Team 

Impulse, the Group is now bringing that same level of commitment to a collective 

initiative. By providing these athletes with greater peace of mind and tangible resources, 

this programme allows them to focus fully on their preparation and ambitions. I am very 

proud to sponsor this initiative and to help launch it alongside them, ” added Théo Curin, 

former para-athlete and sponsor of Team Impulse with Tikehau Capital. 
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